AUGUST 15/16 2026 20TH SUNDAY YEAR A
Readings

Isaiah 56:1,6-7
Romans 11:13-15.29-32
Matthew 15:21-28

| welcome you all, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, to this Eucharistic Celebration.

This Sunday reminds us of the UNIVERSAL CHARACTER of the CATHOLIC
CHURCH; the word CATHOLIC comes from the Greek word _Katholikos_ , which
means UNIVERSAL/ALL.

The Catholic Church is for all people. Sinners and saints. All races, all tribes, all nations.
From Uganda like me, to Mishawaka like you. Different backgrounds, but one family in
the Eucharist. We are United in the EUCHARIST, the SOURCE AND SUMMIT of our
faith.

From the readings:
In the first reading of prophet Isaiah - the LORD says it beautifully today: "I will bring
them to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer.”

My dear friends, when you are in church — be joyful, be happy. | know life has some
challenges, but before the Lord, smile. Surrender your burdens - feel free and happy
before HIM.

When | was a little boy, every Saturday | would lay out my clothes for Sunday. | woke up
early, dressed fast, and moved so fast to the church with my parents and siblings. We
were always the first to enter. And sit in the front pew. We had a Sunday joy as a family.
That joy influenced me to become a priest. That is why | am a joyful priest in my heart.

The Lord continues saying, "My house shall be called a house of prayer for all
peoples."

So | tell you: find time in the week to stop by this house and pray. This is your house.

And this house is for everyone. That is what Jesus shows us in the Gospel according to
St. Matthew;

A Canaanite woman — a foreigner, a pagan, not a Jew — comes shouting for her
daughter. The disciples say, "Send her away." But she kneels and says, "Lord, help
me."

Jesus heals her daughter to show us: HE IS LORD FOR ALL. His mercy has no
borders. No boundaries. No barriers.



So my challenge for us at St. Bavo this week is simple:

If God's house is for all peoples, is my heart for all peoples?....as your pastor, | already
told you, MY WHOLE HEART is for you ALL.

Do we welcome the new family? The person who sits alone? Do we welcome with a
true smile? The person is always lonely? Do we extend ourselves to them?

Let us be joyful in God's house, prayerful in God's house, and welcoming in God's
house, being compassionate with one another, and accepting each other as a gift from
God. Because we all belong to one God.

May Mother Mary and St. Bavo, pray for us, in fulfilling the oneness of the Catholic
Church.



